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Project Objectives

1. Estimate salmon landings & fishing effort for 
each management area by half month periods 
for all California ocean salmon fisheries.

2. Determine the contribution of coded-wire-
tagged (CWT) salmon to recreational and 
commercial fisheries in California.



Sample Design – Recreational Fishery

• Private Skiffs
• Sampling unit: all skiff trips in a day
• Random stratified sampling design used
• Weekday and weekend/holiday strata
• Sample >20% of all trips in each management area

• Commercial Passenger Fishing Vessel (CPFV)
• Sampling unit: all CPFV trips
• Sample >20% of all trips in each management area

• Adipose fin clipped salmon
• Samplers observe and count all salmon
• Each salmon inspected for missing adipose fin
• All tagged fish are set aside and the heads are recovered for the coded-

wire-tag



2011 California Recreational Season

Horse 
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Pt Arena

Pigeon Pt

U S - Mexico Border

OR/CA
Border

May 14 Sept 5

Oct 30

April 2 Oct 30

April 2 Sept 18

KMZ: OR/CA Border to Horse Mt. (115 days)

MON: Pigeon Pt. to US/Mexico Border (170 days)

SNF: Pt. Arena to Pigeon Pt. (212 days)

FTB: Horse Mt. to Pt. Arena (212 days)

April 2

Minimum size limit 24” in all areas; 2 fish per day



Recreational Catch and Effort, 2002-2011
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2011 Recreational Catch and Effort 
by Management Area
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2011 California Commercial Season

Horse
Mtn

Pt Arena

Pigeon Pt

U S - Mexico Border

OR/CA 
BorderKMZ: OR/CA Border to Humboldt S. Jetty (30 days)

 

FTB: Horse Mt. to Pt. Arena (67 days)

May 1

July 2-6, 9-13, 16-20 

Quota = 1,000Quota = 1,400

Sept 30

August 1-15

Closed 
June    
1-24

SNF: Pt. Arena to Pigeon Point (129 days)

Sept 30May 1
Closed 
June    
1-24

MON: Pigeon Point to US/Mexico Border (119 days)

* *

Oct 14

July 23

Humboldt 
S. Jetty

Minimum size limit 27” in all areas 

Pt. Sur

*Area south of Pt. Sur open June 1-24, closed for season on August 29.



Sample Design – Commercial Fishery

• Sample >20% all landings by weight
• Sampling unit: each commercial landing
• Samplers observe and count all salmon being 

unloaded
• Each salmon inspected for missing adipose fin  
• All tagged fish are set aside and the heads are 

recovered for the coded-wire-tag
• Determine average weight and days fished from 

sampled landings by catch area and sample period



Commercial Catch and Effort, 2002-2011
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2011 Commercial Catch and Effort 
by Management Area
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Sampled Average Weight of
Commercial Salmon, 1991-2011
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Commercial Ex-Vessel Value and 
Price per Pound, 2002-2011
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Number of Vessels with Landings 
Compared to Permitted Vessels, 2002-2011
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2011 KMZ 
July and August Quota Fisheries

Season

July 2-6, 9-13, 
16-18
1-2August 880* 810 11,226

Quota Chinook 
Landed

Pounds      
Landed

1,400 1,585 21,745

Total 2,395 32,971

*Overage in July quota subtracted from August quota on impact neutral basis.



2011 KMZ Quota Daily Boat Participation
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